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Equality is about SAMENESS, it
promotes fairness and justice by
giving everyone the same thing.

BUT it can only work IF every-

one starts from the SAME place,

in this example equality only

works if everyone is the same
height.

Equity = FAIRNESS

EQUITY is about FAIRNESS, it's
about making sure people get
access to the same opportunities.

Sometimes our differences and/or

history, can create barriers to par-

ticipation, so we must FIRST

ensure EQUITY before we can
enjoy equality.





Equity in School Funding
Historically, public schools are funded through a combination of property taxes and state funding. Neighborhoods with homes worth $1 million raise more money from their property tax, which allows these communities to invest more money into schools. A home in a high poverty community worth $100,000 will generate considerably less money for schools even though the need is greater. 
This system of funding schools creates inequality that keeps poorer communities’ schools underfunded. The fact is that Black and Brown students are more likely to live in poverty and be disenfranchised.
[image: image1.png]Alliance for Quality Education



For school funding, NYC is considered a single district, and all the property taxes go into one pot. However, this still results in much less funding than wealthy suburban districts. For example, Utica spends $16,000 per student per year, NYC spends $22,000, and Jericho spends $34,000. 
What is the impact of system racist funding of schools?
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· Less art, music, Advanced Placement classes, sports and extracurricular activities
· Limited access to high quality early childhood programs

· Firing or exodus of experienced teachers

· More testing, less teaching
· Creates the environment for more charters

· More suspensions and harsh discipline practices
· Larger class sizes
· Lays the groundwork for charters to take over
2015 represented AQE’s best organizing year:
· We won $1.6 billion statewide in school funding.
· We received $75 million to improve struggling schools  
·  Pre-kindergarten was awarded $30 million for upstate and suburban schools
Campaign for Fiscal Equity (CFE) Lawsuit: 
In 1993, a group of parents from NYC sued NY State for failing to meet its obligation to provide every child with a “sound basic education”. In 2007, the New York State Governor and Legislature enacted a statewide resolution to CFE and committed to add $5.5 billion in school funding. While CFE has yet to be fully funded, the advocacy over the last 15 years by the Alliance for Quality Education in organizing parents, students, community and educators from all over the state is what it will take to move towards the full funding of the billions owed our public schools. 
NYC is currently owed $2 billion in school funding from NY State. 
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