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City Council Unanimously Passes Resolution to Fix Schools Instead of Closing Them
School Transformation Zone Proposed by Parents & Community  
Today the NYC City Council voted unanimously in favor of a Resolution supporting the School Transformation Zone, an alternative approach to school turnaround proposed by the NYC Coalition for Educational Justice (CEJ) that would improve low-performing schools so they don’t have to be closed.  
Education Committee Chair Robert Jackson, who introduced the resolution, said “Res. No. 157-A reflects the view of many parents, educators, advocates and elected officials, including myself and many other Council Members, that DOE has a responsibility to help struggling schools rather than just taking the easy way out by closing them.”
The School Transformation Zone would use federal School Improvement Grants (SIG) and other funds for school turnaround to implement comprehensive reform plans in the city’s lowest-performing schools. Struggling schools could apply to join the Zone and redesign teaching and learning to include five proven school improvement strategies:     
· Expand the school day and year for students

· Provide a rigorous, well-rounded college and career-preparatory curriculum for all students

· Increase planning and professional development time for teachers and reduce class size
· Offer comprehensive, integrated support services for struggling students

· Ensure active parent and community involvement in school policy and decision-making

CEJ parent leader Victoria Bousquet said, “An educational crisis requires an educational plan, and the DOE does not have a comprehensive educational plan to assist low-performing schools. The School Transformation Zone builds on successful school improvement strategies from across the country, and gives schools a road map to raise student achievement.” The School Transformation Zone has been endorsed by over 70 elected officials, academics, advocates, faith leaders and Community Education Councils. 

The resolution is timely because in the next two weeks, NY State school districts must submit their plans to the state for how they will use SIG funds to turn around their persistently lowest-achieving schools.  There are 34 of these schools in NYC. 
Schools accepted into the Zone would be permitted to remain in the Zone for three years and show steady increases in student achievement before being subject to closure. The Zone would be led by an expert educator with a track record in turning around struggling schools. To ensure meaningful community involvement, each school would create a School Transformation Committee composed of parents, teachers, students and community partners to lead the redesign process. The initiative would be supported by a Coordinating Committee of stakeholders who would play an ongoing role in implementation and monitoring. The School Transformation Zone would be funded with SIG grants, other federal grants, private dollars and existing funds. The Zone would meet the federal recommendation that districts create a “turnaround division” to provide leadership, support and monitoring to schools in the process of turnaround. 
New Settlement Apartments, Make the Road New York, Highbridge Community Life Center, Cypress Hills Advocates for Education, Brooklyn UFT Parent Outreach Committee, Mirabal Sisters Cultural and Community Center, New York Civic Participation Project, New York Communities for Change, Abyssinian Development Corporation & 1199 Child Care Fund 
with support from the Annenberg Institute for School Reform
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